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Prepared by: Marion Menabney, Chief Executive 
 
Subject:   Revised Model Tenancy Agreements 
 

 
Introduction and Context 
Since 2002, all RSL tenancies have been governed by the provisions of either the 
Scottish Secure Tenancy Agreement (SST) or the Short Scottish Secure Tenancy 
Agreement (SSST). These agreements are contracts between the landlord and 
tenant and their contents are primarily prescribed by the Housing (Scotland) Act 
2001 and elements of common law. 
 
All YHA tenants have a standard SST. 
 
They set out the terms and conditions of tenancy, rights and obligations of both 
parties and cannot be varied unless by court order in specific circumstances. 
 
The Housing (Scotland) Act 2014 introduced a number of changes to the existing 
terms and conditions, specifically in relation to: 
 
- Landlord remedies for anti-social behaviour  
 
- Assignation 
 
- Succession  
 
- Sub-letting 
 
- Joint tenancies  
 
The anti-social behaviour provisions become effective from 1st May 2019; the new 
rules regarding tenancy/tenure changes will be active from 1st November 2019. 
The Association published a brochure during 2018 to inform all tenants of these 
changes. It will not be necessary to issue new documents to existing tenants.  
 
New Model Agreements 
The Scottish Government has now produced new Model Agreements to reflect the 
provisions of the 2014 Act. These Agreements are to be used for all tenancies 
created on or after 1st May 2019.  
 
Committee members are requested to consider the information in this report relating 
to these agreements and approve their adoption by the Association, subject to local 
amendments being agreed as required by the Services Sub Committee.  
 
Copies of each of the Model Agreements have been sent electronically to members. 
It is not proposed to issue hard copies unless by specific request.  
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There are three new Model Agreements: 
 

1. Scottish Secure Tenancy Agreement 2019 
 

2. Short Scottish Secure Tenancy Agreement (Antisocial Behaviour 
Related Grounds) 2019  (new type of SSST reflecting provisions of 2014 Act and 

how Agreement must be operated) 

 
3. Short Scottish Secure Tenancy Agreement (Grounds Unrelated to 

Antisocial Behaviour)  (replaces the 2002 model and takes account of changes 

to some conditions as per the 2014 Act) 
 

The new agreements contain the core conditions as required by statute and/or 
common law. The Association has no discretion or flexibility in respect of such 
conditions and must include the exact wording as prescribed. 
 
In addition to the core clauses there are also various clauses where there is scope 
for wording to be adjusted according to organisational requirements. Examples 
include: 
 
- Frequency of rent charges and payments  
- Service charge information 
- Occupancy conditions 
- Keeping of pets 
- Publication of performance information  
- Decision making procedures affecting management of tenancies 
- Tenant consultation procedures 
- storage/use of portable gas or paraffin heaters 
 
The Agreements have also been updated to include references to Complaints 
Handling Procedures and General Data Protection Regulation.  
 
Landlords may amend optional clauses to suit local circumstances as long as 
compliance with the 2001, 2010 and 2014 Acts is maintained.  
 
The SSST is valid for a period of 6 months and can be extended under certain 
conditions for a further 6 months. If it is not extended after the second period it will 
automatically revert to a standard SST. 
The SSST can be terminated after 6 months by a Sherriff if the landlord can 
demonstrate the terms have been breached. 
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